It was smiles all round at the Tiverton pony club mounted games pairs competition on Saturday 13th March. Riders aged from 5 to 50, travelled from 4 counties to compete in the glorious sunshine. There were four classes, 9 and under, 12 and under, 15 and under and open. Our grateful thanks to all parents who so willingly supported us. A particularly a big THANK YOU to, Mo and Paul Furneaux, Gill Lomas, Lois Paul, Sarah Emmett, Brent English, Richard and Katrina Vos and Heather Greenslade who didn’t have children competing at the event but who magnificently rolled up their sleeves and got stuck in taking responsibility for their allocated tasks, it would not have been the success it was without you.
Tiverton Pony Club ran this competition for the first time three years ago. There isn’t another competition like it south of Taunton and we wanted to encourage local riders who were either new to the discipline or didn’t want to travel, sometimes quite considerable distances, to the higher level competitions. The aim was to provide a fun and low key environment for riders to put the skills they have practised at home into a competitive situation. It has gone from strength to strength and this year attracted entries from Dorset, Somerset, Devon and Cornwall but managed to retain the happy relaxed atmosphere envisaged at the outset.
The mounted games discipline within the Pony club is named after its sponsor, the Prince Philip cup competition. It is a team competition, the final of which is held at the Horse of the year show in October. Each pony club is invited to enter a team of 5 riders for the area competition which must be held before the 1st June. The top teams from these competitions compete again at one of 4 zone competitions in July. The winners of the zone competition secure a place at the horse of the year show and runners up get an opportunity to compete again for one of the prized places, at pony club championships. This competition is for riders under 15 years old. There is also a junior competition for riders under 11. Many people have the impression it is fast and furious, which is true for the top teams. Spectators at this weekend’s events were entertained to all levels from the youngest members trotting gently around the equipment to the under 15 and open riders showing us what it can really be like.
The results were as follows:

9 and Under
1st
Hayley Northcott & Faye Reed

Dulverton West (North Molton) Pony Club

2nd
Chloe Small & Sophie Edmonds

Polden Hills Pony Club

3rd
Annabel Rusden & Lily Barwood

South Devon West Pony club

4th
Molly Spraggon & Megan Woods
Polden Hills Pony Club

5th
Alicia Kemppainen & Charlotte Turner
Dulverton West (North Molton) Pony Club

6th
Rosie Heard & Jodie White

Tiverton Pony Club
Winners of the ‘B’ Final were: Lauren Moyle & Charlotte Vincent from Four Borrow Pony Club

With Robyn Jefferson & Gabriella Phillips and Alexander & Yasmin Sluyriers coming 2nd and 3rd both from Mendip Farmers Pony Club

12 & Under

1st
Alice Fossey & Caitlin Day 

Poole & District Pony Club
2nd
Charlie Hallam & Nikta Eldon

Banwell Pony Club

3rd
Rhiannan & Hannah Griffith

South Devon West Pony Club

4th
Sophie Blee & Georgie Dell 

South Devon West Pony Club

5th
Mary Daykin & Chiara Chartaris

Tiverton Pony Club

6th
Verity Child & EmilyBairstow

South Devon West Pony Club

Winners of the B final were: Fran Risdale & Jack Callister from Eggesford Pony Club with, Eleanor French & Rosa Legum from South Devon West Pony Club, 2nd and Felicity Jones & Rebecca Head from Four Borrow , 3rd
15 and Under
1st
Rory Capel & Tom McCannus

Devon & Somerset Pony Club
2nd
Taylor Harris & Will  Asham

Banwell Pony Club

3rd
Scarlett Cooksley & Zoe


Devon & Somerset Pony Club

4th
Katie Blee & Katie Voss
South Devon West Pony Club

5th
Lucy Scott & Jess Harrison

Spooners & West Dartmoor Pony Club

6th 
Verity Potts & Alice Monger

Eggesford Pony Club

Winners of the ‘B’ Final were: Abbie Brannigan & Saffy O’Keefe from Four Borrow Pony Club with BethSmall & Alice Crocker from 
South Devon West Pony Club, 2nd and Ellen Curnow & Charlie Hodgson from Four Borrow Pony Club 3rd
Open

1st 
Jack & Rory Capel


Devon & Somerset Pony Club

2nd
Taylor Harris & Will  Asham

Banwell Pony Club
3rd
Melissa Pratt & James Reis

Poole & District Pony Club

4th
Kathryn Crouchen & Charlie Hislop
South Devon West Pony Club

5th
Jess Hindle & Sam 


Independent

6th
Katherine Harris & Kate Massey

South Devon West Pony Club
Winners of the ‘B’ Final were:Maddie & Natalja Kemppainen from Dulverton West(North Molton) Pony Club, with Sophie Allen & Rachel Watson from Spooners & West Dartmoor Pony Club 2nd and Danielle Hallam & Matt Clark 3rd

